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Les Gara and Jessica Cook
We believe in a state that creates 

opportunity, with good schools that help 
students achieve, and good jobs so people 
can build a future here. Workers deserve 
a living wage so a full-time worker doesn’t 
have to raise a child in poverty. But today 
too many people don’t see a bright future 
here. That’s why 20,000 more people have 
left Alaska under this governor than have 
moved here. It’s a state where the gover-
nor doesn’t honor his basic legal commit-
ments to communities, like the statutory 
obligation to help communities pay for 
school bond debt. Shifting those state obli-
gations to communities is just an indirect 
state property tax.

We want to move Alaska forward again. 
Children deserve a vibrant education. 
Parents deserve to know this state will 
create opportunity for their children and 
grandchildren. We believe in creating op-
portunity for all, not in leaving the state on 
autopilot as it hits iceberg after iceberg. 
We can do much better.

Unlike our most recent two governors, 
Les Gara has never pushed education 
cuts. Gov. Mike Dunleavy pushed a record 
quarter-billion dollars in cuts his first 
year.

It’s irresponsible to leave a state in 
austerity, only interrupted by wartime 

oil prices that temporarily bail us out 
because innocent people are being killed 
during a brutal Russian invasion. Once oil 
prices settle back down, the austerity will 
start all over again.

Giving away more than $1 billion in oil 
company tax credit subsidies has made us 
poor, when we should be building a better 
future. It puts some of the world’s largest 
oil companies ahead of children, oppor-
tunity, jobs and a future we deserve. Ac-
cording to the last two state Department 
of Revenue reports, the “Revenue Source-
book,” we are giving away an estimated 
$1.2 billion to $1.3 billion to oil companies 
in tax credits they get whether they invest 
in Alaska, or take their profits to spend in 
Libya, or for Exxon until recently, Russia.

Those oil company tax credits, which 
Les voted to end as a legislator, have left 
us battling each other about supporting 
schools, jobs or a Permanent Fund divi-
dend. Here are a few results.

Parents see no commitment to public 
education in Alaska. According to a 2021 
nonpartisan Legislative Research Divi-
sion Report, support for our schools has 
fallen more than $120 million behind infla-
tion since 2014.

That, combined with the end of a basic 
pension plan for police, firefighters, teach-
ers and others, has caused many of our 

best to leave Alaska for states where they 
receive a pension. We can restore a pen-
sion plan that costs about the same as the 
failed 401(k) plan we provide, which makes 
Alaska a training ground for workers. That 
plan lets workers vest after five years of 
work, after we’ve trained them, only to see 
those workers leave. That makes Alaska 
an expensive training ground for other 
states.

Les is the only candidate in this race 
who, when he was in office, sponsored 
legislation to bring back teacher, police, 
firefighter and public servant pensions.

We should be building renewable en-
ergy projects, repairing ports, airports 
and roads, and creating good-paying jobs 
across the state. But Alaska has settled 
for austerity construction and project bud-
gets that receive roughly 75% less state 
support that they did in 2014.

Alaska’s construction and project bud-
get used to create jobs for construction 
workers, engineers, architects, laborers, 
painters and thousands of others. Those 
wages were spent at local businesses, and 
created private sector jobs.

But by giving away more than $1 billion 
in oil company tax subsidies, at a time oil 
companies are making wartime profits, 
the current governor has chosen to leave 
roughly 4,000 jobs to the side. That’s based 

on a University of Alaska study that says 
the $400 million reduction in construction 
budget spending kills roughly 4,000 jobs 
in the private and public sector. It’s no 
surprise we have labor shortages. People 
have taken their skills and moved to other 
states.

By decimating the university, which is 
Alaska’s largest provider of both vocation-
al education and college degrees, we’ve 
lost a generation of workers. More than 
50% of University of Alaska students stay 
here after graduation — less than 50% 
stay here if they leave for college or job 
training. We should do what’s needed to 
support a university that helps build this 
economy, not one that sends students to 
other states.

We both grew up with hardship, each 
losing a parent and growing up in foster 
and adoptive homes. Most Alaskans face 
their own hardship. But we should build 
a state that creates opportunity, and that 
allows you to succeed whether you’re born 
rich or poor.

Les Gara is running for governor. He is a former legisla-
tor, and former assistant attorney general on the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill civil prosecution, and lives in Anchorage. 
Jessica Cook is a 20-year teacher, former vice president 
of Alaska’s statewide teachers association, and a lifelong 
Alaskan who lives in Palmer.
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Better schools lead to better jobs for Alaska

AlexAnna Salmon 
and Pete Andrew

The past two years have seen 
huge changes in our society. 
The pandemic has exposed 
weaknesses but also developed 
opportunities. Broadband is a key 
example where those with ade-
quate connectivity had options 
for work, education, health care, 
social interaction and entertain-
ment and those without access 
did not. This inequality of service 
has directly affected quality of 
life, highlighting an issue rural 
Alaskans have been aware of for 
a generation now. This realiza-
tion has led to unprecedented 
levels of federal funding for 
broadband opportunities.

Rural Alaska has been prom-
ised broadband connectivity 
since the early 1990s. It has been 
a promise unfulfilled. Today, a 
majority of rural communities 
are considered unserved by FCC 
standards. The cost of service 
and monthly data limitations 
leave even fundamental connec-
tivity out of reach for many Alas-
kans. With a multitude of funding 
sources available, or soon to be 
available, Alaska has a unique 
opportunity to bridge this divide 
now and to build the foundational 

infrastructure and networks that 
will serve the next several gen-
erations.

In Bristol Bay, we have 
worked collaboratively to 
maximize the benefits of this 
opportunity. Twenty tribes, led 
by Igiugig Village Council with 
organizational help from Bristol 
Bay Native Association, have 
come together to support the 
Southwest Alaska Long-haul Mi-
crowave and Optical Network, or 
SALMONet, project. SALMONet 
will be owned and operated by 
this tribal consortium, providing 
for increased local employment 
opportunities, revenues that stay 
in the region, self-sufficiency and 
self determination.

The core technology of SAL-
MONet is high speed, low laten-
cy, fiber optic middle mile and 
a Fiber-to-the-Home, or FTTH, 
last mile. This network will bring 
urban equivalent service and 
pricing to 20 communities. This 
tribal consortium has partnered 
with Nushagak Electric and Tele-
phone Cooperative, aka NETC, 
a telecommunications service 
provider with 50 years of tele-
com experience in Bristol Bay. 
NETC will provide transitional 
technical and business support 

to SALMONet while local opera-
tional and business support staff 
are trained. This combination of 
a nonprofit telecom cooperative 
with years of operational perfor-
mance in rural Alaska, a tribal 
consortium that represents 
the communities served, and 
a vision for a regional network 
that brings better than urban 
broadband internet service to 
the underserved communities of 
Bristol Bay, is a powerful orga-
nization to pursue funding and 
meet the needs of project part-
ners and other regional stake-
holders.

SALMONet is made possi-
ble by NETC’s Broadband for 
Northern Bristol Bay project 
that will extend fiber middle mile 
from the current terminus in 
Levelock to Ekwok, Aleknagik 
and Dillingham. This project is 
funded through a USDA ReCon-
nect grant and is well underway. 
NETC was able to work with 
GCI to exchange capacity on 
NETC’s new fiber for access to 
the Internet Exchange Point, 
or IXP, in Seattle across GCI’s 
existing network. This capacity 
exchange benefits both compa-
nies, enabling NETC to provide 
long-term, urban equivalent 

and better, broadband service to 
our members and low cost IXP 
access to SALMONet, while ex-
tending GCI’s network, creating 
an opportunity for GCI to extend 
fiber to the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
delta.

We believe fiber infrastructure 
is an important consideration 
for building networks during 
this once-in-a-lifetime funding 
opportunity. Fiber will not only 
meet the current minimum FCC 
service standards of 100 /20Mb 
per second, fiber also allows for 
service speeds into the giga-
bit-per-second range. By allowing 
for increased access to the IXP, fi-
ber alleviates the need for month-
ly data usage caps, a metric often 
overlooked in the pursuit of faster 
service.

In addition to improved and 
scalable capacity, fiber brings a 
unique opportunity to build re-
gional networks. The design will 
have a minimum of 48 pairs of 
fiber between communities. Res-
idential and commercial services 
will utilize no more than eight 
pairs of this capacity with each 
pair capable of delivering 100Gb 
per second of bandwidth. That 
will leave 40 pairs to build giga-
bit-capable regional networks 

dedicated to health care, educa-
tion, tribal and municipal needs, 
cultural exchange, local sports, 
or any need of the region unfore-
seen at this time. This level of 
network performance, scalabil-
ity and functionality is just not 
practical with satellite. The need 
for regional networking at this 
level is unique to Alaska. Rural 
communities would realize qual-
ity-of-life benefits, training for 
the new gig economy, work from 
home opportunities, and region-
al communication forums that 
have always been the promise of 
broadband.

These considerations are 
echoed by the Governor’s Task 
Force on Broadband in its recent 
report. While the genesis of SAL-
MONet predates the work of the 
Task Force, we concur with their 
conclusions. We also support HB 
363, the legislation that enables a 
State Broadband Office. HB 363, 
as written, will empower this new 
office with the tools and scope 
needed to be an asset during this 
time of opportunity.

AlexAnna Salmon serves as president of 
the Igiugig Village Council. Pete Andrew is 
president of Nushagak Electric and Telephone 
Cooperative.
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Broadband access can help transform opportunities in rural Alaska

SEND REVAK HOME
Alaska State Sen. Josh Revak 

wants to go to Washington, D.C. 
He apparently does not want to 
return to Juneau to finish the 
2022 session. Sen. Revak wants 
to campaign while taking a state 
paycheck. Perhaps we should 
just send him home. Someone 
there may want him.

— Charity Kadow
Anchorage

DELAYED RECOGNITION
Reading the story on the April 

8 ADN front page, “As some 
question her commitment, Sarah 
Palin says she’s never left Alas-
ka” brought back old memories 
for me, and not good ones. You 
see, while Palin was in the gover-
nor’s office, my work team won 
the State of Alaska “Governors 
Safety Council” Award for having 
worked for more than two years 
without an accident or lost-time 
injury. And this in a profession 
with historically high accident 
and injury rates. Being the “Gov-
ernors Award,” I was pretty sure 
I could request and have the gov-
ernor attend a brief award pre-
sentation, though my team said, 
“You’ll never get her to attend.”

Well guess what: As many 
times as I called the governor’s 
office in the Atwood Tower and 
requested a brief attendance at 
the Governors Safety Council 
award, I never got it. Eventually, 
I even said, “She drives right 
past our workplace every day, 
driving between Wasilla and the 
governor’s office in downtown 
Anchorage — just a brief stop 
by would mean the world to this 
blue-collar crew.” Well, you prob-
ably know by now we never did 
get that visit, but guess what? No 
hard feelings.  

How about this, though. May-
be the best way forward for then-
Gov. Palin, now candidate Palin, 
is to reach out and hold a delayed 

recognition award for my team 
and all these years later. I can’t 
think of a better way to show real 
engagement and an honest com-
mitment to the working men and 
women of Alaska. Whatcha say, 
Sarah?  Heck, I’d even buy the 
doughnuts.  

— Hal Homer
Palmer

JUST TAKE THE TESTS
While national school tests 

“make absolutely zero sense to” 
teen Garrett Bird — in his April 5 
letter — these tests are very im-
portant to responsible teachers 
and school administrators. It is 
only by comparing what your stu-
dents have learned with students 
throughout the nation that you 
know whether your teaching is 
up to recognized standards or if 
adjustments are needed.

As for such tests stressing 
students, if the purpose of such 
tests is explained to students, 
and that their grades will not 
be affected by such tests, there 
should be little reason for stress. 
Stress and these tests are really 
almost entirely two different 
subjects.

As for all the recent media 
talk about student stress out 
there, note that we’d been hear-
ing about this societal problem 
for years before the pandemic 
arrived. Parents and teachers 
might just consider making it 
clear to kids that problems and 
associated stress are a normal 
part of life, and to quit wasting 
time crying and complaining, and 
instead focus on how to resolve 
the problem, including utilizing 
all the problem-solving tools and 
programs society now makes 
available. My parents use to 
phrase it, “Focus on how to move 
past boulder No. 14 on your road 
of life.”

— Jim Lieb
Palmer

HUMANITARIAN AID
I raise a heartfelt concern 

over the April 10 article reporting 
on the Alaska House’s decision to 
pay out a $2,600 Permanent Fund 
dividend based on the windfall of 
the higher oil prices due to Pu-
tin’s invasion of Ukraine.

While such additional oil 
revenue-generated public expen-
ditures such as helping village 
schools is admirable, shouldn’t 
we, as a state, being an integral 
part on the world stage, also 
be thinking about joining other 
world governments in using 
at least some portion of these 
newfound gains to support badly 
needed humanitarian aid and 
food supplies to the Ukraine?

To make up for the Legis-
lature’s inaction, I hope and 
pray that many of us will join in 

donating at least that war-caused 
inflated portion of the Permanent 
Fund to reputable relief organiza-
tions, such as World Vision, which 
is working tirelessly to airlift into 
Ukraine food and medicine sup-
plies for suffering and dying men, 
women, children and infants be-
ing slaughtered by Mr. Vladimir 
Putin.

— Ernie Schlereth
Anchorage

NO CALL FOR VIOLENCE
I read with horror and anger 

the article (April 10) about the 
troopers spraying pepper spray 
in a child’s face. Since when is it 
appropriate to treat a child with 
violence? I also question the ed-
ucators who were involved who 
would allow this to happen.

You don’t have to be profes-
sionally trained to know that 
when a child is out of control or 
having a tantrum, the best way 
to deal with it is with a time-out 
and isolation until he has calmed 
down. My heart goes out to this 
child and his parents, who are 
left to deal with the long-lasting 
trauma inflicted on him. School 
is supposed to be a place where 
children feel safe. How is he ever 
going to be able to trust those in 
charge again?

I’m also concerned that some 
of us have gotten so out of touch 
with common sense and kind-
ness, that all we know is violence. 
It has no place in our lives, espe-
cially with innocent children and 
in schools.

— E.T. Durnford
Anchorage
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